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                             CC RUP ± 07/2020 - EC              26-11-2020 

     

Subject: Recommendations concerning the necessity to maintain support to the 

aquaculture sector in the Outermost Regions. 

 

Dear Mrs. Charlina Vitcheva, 

 

Aquaculture sector in the Outermost Regions (ORs) presents different levels of 

development, mainly linked and conditioned, on one hand, by their remoteness and 

distance to Continental Europe, which affects their possibilities of supply and also the 

small size of their territories, their populations, their markets and their commercial 

opportunities for the aquaculture products. As the result of their difficulties, the ORs have 

therefore adopted different strategies.  

 

The outermost regions share the following weaknesses for the development of 

their aquaculture sector: 

1) They are small territories, with small internal markets and limited by local 

consumption, resulting from the demand of their resident population, its purchasing 

power and the touristic flow. 

2) They are far from the continental European market (ranging from 1 500 km for 

the nearest ORs: Azores, Madeira and Canary Islands, to more than 9 000 km for the 

furthest French ORs); 
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3) The distance from suppliers, namely concerning to food and equipment, 

increases the costs. 

4) The economic efficiency of their small hatcheries cannot yet be achieved even 

for the greatest producing areas like the Canary Islands with an annual production of 

8 000 Ton; 

5) Their higher production costs significantly affect their competitiveness. 

6) Hence, all these leads to the weakening of the investors’ confidence. 

 

However, the ORs present real opportunities for aquaculture development, if the 

following aspects are considered: 

1. The availability of extensive marine areas; 

2. Their needs of economic diversification; 

3. Their trade deficit in food products; 

4. The tourism expectations for products with strong regional identity; 

All these points underline the great challenge which is the development of the 

aquaculture sector, bearing in mind that it should be considered as one of the keys of the 

Blue Economy. In fact, this sector offers real possibilities to further contribute to the 

economic development, food security and job creation. 

 

Focusing on fingerlings supply: 

The shipment of live fingerlings from hatcheries on the European continent is 

limited by the distance and transportation times. The weight of the transported water also 

has to increase with the distance and quickly becomes a factor for the insurmountable 

increase of the costs. Technically its sometimes infeasibility for the most remote 

territories. Lastly, the species produced by these hatcheries are not always present in the 

ORs and would be restricted. This situation imposes as an evidence, the absolute need for 

ORs to have their own hatcheries, on their territories.  

But basically, production costs are mainly fixed costs. The production costs per 

fingerling depends directly on volumes produced. In the case of small companies, as in 

the ORs, the cost per unit is high and has directly impacts on the final production cost of 

the fish.  

It is appropriate to encourage the sharing of these costs, if possible, at the level of 

the ocean basins. 
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Taking all these constraints into account, the majority of ORs aquaculture 

companies is constituted by small operators, which have to find ways to attract new 

investors, to dynamize the sector and ensure its development. 

 

Recommendations for the future of aquaculture in the ORs: 

The potential of the aquaculture development in the ORs remains important, 

considering their assets: availability of maritime and/or terrestrial areas, excellent water 

quality, favourable temperatures to obtain satisfying growth performances and the 

shortening of production cycles. Aquaculture in the ORs must be able to contribute to the 

development of European aquaculture. Besides, they represent a strategical goal, to be 

taken into consideration, for the reduction for food dependency from the exterior, and to 

increase the well-being of local populations.  

Summing up, aquaculture in the ORs must assure and reinforce its economic and 

environmental sustainability to fulfil consumer satisfaction. 

 

The CC RUP would like to draw attention to the following aspects, especially in 

the setting of the current discussions about the next FEAMPA: 

1) It is vital, for ORs aquaculture sectors to maintain the mechanisms of 

compensation of extra costs associated to the remoteness to the continental Europe: for 

production, processing, and commercialization of aquacultural products. These 

compensations must allow producers to stay competitive in their local and at the European 

market. 

2) The maintenance of financial aid for investment in aquaculture production and 

the processing of its products (measures 48 and 69 of the current FEAMP), will condition 

the possibilities of the aquaculture development in the ORs, especially because the sectors 

have not yet reached an important production threshold and are made up of small 

operators with reduced investment capacity, for which the financing through bank loans 

is almost impossible. The end of this support, will mean the stopping of aquaculture 

development in the ORs, constituting a profound contradiction with E.U objectives in 

terms of food safety and the development of a sustainable blue economy. 

3) It is essential that the European Commission reminds the Member States for 

the necessity:  
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