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Recommendation n.° 34

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing — the case of French Guyana

Considering the threat that illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing represents, as
currently practiced in French Guyana, to the preservation of sea turtles, marine mammals, sciaenid’s
(Acoupa weakfish - Cynoscion acoupa) *, snappers, rays and sharks. The importance of fishing and
aquaculture in French Guyana, stands out as the first contributor to the blue economy, in terms of
employment (with over 450 jobs) and the third largest contributor in terms of production 2. The
exploration of 60 % of the halieutic resources of French Guyana, is performed by fisherman in a

situation of 1UU fishing, according to the latest scientific study on the subject?;

Recognizing the commitment of French Guyana deputies to the issue of IUU fisheries; the
efforts of the professional fishing sector, represented by Comité Regional de Péches Maritimes et
Elevages Marins Guyane (CRPMEM Guyane), to limit the incidental capture of sea turtles and large
marine mammals, through joint projects with the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Centre
National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) #°; the international cooperation through, in particular,
the signing in 2017 of an agreement between France and Suriname on maritime delimitation from the
river mouth of Maroni, incorporating objectives to combat the development of IUU fishing ®; the
request from fishing sector under the Cayenne agreements for a permanent presence of nautical means
(GRAGE type) on the eastern and western borders’ and the announcement made by the government

regarding the installation of two maritime surveillance radars at the frontiers, in 2015 &;
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Considering also, the 30% increase in IUU fisheries activities in the Amana National Nature

Reserve, a place of international importance for sea turtle nesting, with about 25 illegal tapouilles
(vessels) registered in French waters, recorded during an aerial inspection between Iracoubo and the

Maroni estuary in 2021, compared to only 4 recorded in 2000 °.

The deputies of the CRPMEM from French Guyana are concerned that, despite of previously
submitted documents warning of 1UU fishing in their waters® 1 12 13 14 15 16 1718 19t gppears to be
increasing, representing a major threat to the survival of sea turtles, the tourism, and the sustainability

of French Guyana’s small-scale and subsistence fisheries.

Therefore, the Outermost Regions Advisory Council recommends that, the European
Commission, and the Member States, make all the necessary efforts to effectively initiate the
combat against illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing in French Guyana, as well as in the
other Outermost Regions, namely by reinforcing the sanctions for those who fish and those who

buy.

The President of the Executive Committee of the CCRUP,
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