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Subject: Opinion of the Outermost Regions Advisory Council (CCRUP) on the 

Marine Action Plan. 

 

Dear Mr Farias, 

I would like to thank the CCRUP for the advice 56/2024 of 12 November 2024 on the 

marine action plan. I take note of your comments concerning the presentation made by 

the European Environment Agency (EEA) in the context of the Member States’ joint 

special group of 18 June 2024, and in particular on the lack of information and certain 

issues concerning the French and Portuguese outermost regions.  

Concerning the presentation by the EEA, I would like to recall that it was presenting the 

data received from Member States’ authorities after a call for information sent by DG 

Environment. The EEA could therefore only use the information received from relevant 

authorities. As the reply received from France did not include any data on the fisheries 

management measures in marine protected areas in its outermost regions, the EEA could 

not include it in the presentation and relevant maps. We therefore advise you to seek that 

information directly from the French competent authorities in outermost regions.  

Concerning the information on slide 10, presenting the information per marine region, 

please note that the Portuguese and Spanish outermost regions were included under the 

“Macaronesia” grouping, in accordance with the marine subregions set out in Article 4(2) 

of Directive 2008/56/EC on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). 

Regarding your opinion on the lack of monitoring of the Natura 2000 network in 

Portuguese outermost regions, I would like to inform you that, last year the Commission 

started an infringement procedure against Portugal for its failure to designate and manage 

special areas of conservation under the Habitats Directive. The Commission remains 

fully committed to the implementation and enforcement of existing legislation and to 

ensuring that our marine protected areas deliver substantial benefits for nature and for the 

whole society. 
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Finally, as regards your comments about the marine protected area “Meteor”, they are not 

addressed to the Commission but to the Portuguese authorities.  

Let me also take this opportunity to remind about the public consultation to collect 

information about the implementation of Regulation (EU) 1380/2013 on the common 

fisheries policy, which remains open until 21 April 2025. I strongly encourage CCRUP 

to participate and share your comments, also as individual members. This is of vital 

importance for us, and we count on your input. 

I am looking forward to our continued cooperation and dialogue. Should you have any 

further questions on this reply, please do not hesitate to contact our coordinator of 

Advisory Councils, Ms Julia Rubeck (MARE-AC@ec.europa.eu) or our policy officer 

Amanda Pérez Perera (Amanda.PEREZ-PERERA@ec.europa.eu). 

Yours faithfully, 

Charlina VITCHEVA 

 

c.c.: Vedran Nikolic (DG ENV) 

Daniela Costa dcosta@ccrup.eu;  

Fabiana Nogueira fnogueira@ccrup.eu 
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