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Recommendation 75

Strategies for the Outermost Regions of the European Union

Considering the European Commission's public consultation on the Strategy for the
Outermost Regions (ORs) of the European Union !, the Advisory Council for the Outermost
Regions (CCRUP) hereby expresses its opinion:

We welcome the general objectives of this initiative, aimed at strengthening
territorial cohesion, improving the competitiveness of the Outermost Regions and adapting
European policies to their structural characteristics. However, we consider it essential that
the European Union's future strategic approach to the ORs incorporates an operational
approach that is effectively anchored in Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU), ensuring that the permanent constraints of these territories are fully
integrated into the design, implementation and evaluation of European policies.

The European Outermost Regions (ORs) of Saint-Martin, Guadeloupe, Martinique,
French Guiana, the Azores, Madeira, the Canary Islands, Mayotte and La Réunion combine
a unique set of structural factors - namely their remoteness, the small size of their markets,
their climate vulnerability, their dependence on the maritime sector, infrastructure limitations
and lower administrative capacity. These specificities require differentiated legal, financial
and operational treatment that goes beyond declarations of principle and translates into
concrete, effective instruments adapted to the reality of each territory. In this context, it is
essential that all European initiatives applicable to the ORs, within the framework of this
strategic process, include differentiated impact assessments, avoiding uniform approaches
that do not reflect the diversity present in our territories.

The ORs have vast potential for marine research, the promotion of aquaculture and
sustainable fishing, the valorisation of artisanal fishing products and the management of
marine ecosystems. For this potential to be realised, reinforced support from the European
Union is essential, including investments in innovation, ecosystem monitoring, digitising
data, increasing scientific capacity, promoting adaptation to climate change and structured
support for artisanal fleets.

The administrative and technical capacity of fishing and aquaculture organisations in
the ORs is also an essential element for the success of the future strategic framework. The

increasing regulatory complexity and management burden associated with European
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programmes require sufficient and specialised human resources, organisational stability and
permanent support mechanisms, including from the European Commission.

The Ors also play an important geostrategic role for the European Union, located in
sea basins from the East Atlantic, West to the Indian Ocean, and close to other regions of
great geopolitical importance, such as Latin America and Africa. This location presents both
challenges and opportunities in terms of international cooperation, maritime security, climate
diplomacy, border surveillance, regional trade and the development of scientific networks.

The strategic framework under preparation must ensure that the ORs are not
disadvantaged in the context of the ecological and digital transition. To this end, it is
necessary to provide for specific measures to avoid worsening social inequalities, promote
youth employment, create economic opportunities and strengthen climate resilience,
including priority investments in coastal protection, biodiversity, renewable energies adapted
to island systems and digital infrastructures.

We also consider it essential that the European Union's strategic guidelines for the
ORs include a robust monitoring and periodic reporting system, with specific indicators for
each OR that make it possible to assess the real impact of the measures to be implemented.
This system should guarantee transparency, the active participation of communities and the
possibility of making adjustments whenever necessary.

In order to ensure effective implementation of this strategic process, the CCRUP
considers it essential to set up a permanent coordination mechanism between the European
Commission, the Member States and the OR authorities. This mechanism should allow for
continuous monitoring, the early identification of obstacles and the joint adoption of
operational solutions, also including representatives of the economic sectors, professional

organisations, universities and local research centres.

The Case of Fish Auction in the Azores

The Azores fish auction system plays a key role in the collection and organisation
of data, which is essential for the production of technical and scientific knowledge, as well
as for supporting management and decision-making in the fisheries sector. Catch records -
including information on fishing gear used, vessels, fishing areas, volumes caught, fish
sizes and the value of species traded - are an indispensable source for drawing up more
rigorous technical and scientific advice and public policies, including the determination of
fishing opportunities, catch limits and other management instruments, as well as for

monitoring and following up fishing activity. In this context, the continuity and
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modernisation of data collection systems is essential for the effective implementation of the
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP).

In addition to its role in data collection, this system ensures adequate conditions to
support productive activity, providing facilities and equipment that allow access to the sea,
the storage of fishing gear and trappings and the application of transparent mechanisms for
classifying and valuing fish. These procedures contribute to fairer and more predictable
remuneration for fishermen, as well as preserving the quality and freshness of fish, reducing
losses and positively differentiating products.

It also plays an important role in providing administrative and operational support
to professionals in the sector, ensuring conditions that facilitate the fulfilment of obligations
associated with social benefits and insurance. This support helps to strengthen the economic
stability of fishermen and their families, in a context characterised by a strong socio-
economic dependence on fishing.

In environmental terms, it also plays a growing role in protecting marine ecosystems
and reducing the impact of fishing activity. Particularly noteworthy are the functions
associated with the collection of marine litter brought in by vessels, the reception and
forwarding of lost or unused fishing gear (ghost gear), as well as the management of
hazardous waste, including oils, batteries, filters and other contaminating materials
generated by the activity. These actions contribute to regional, national and European
environmental objectives and reinforce the integration of the fisheries sector into circular
economy policies.

Finally, it is a privileged space for contact between fishermen, traders, researchers
and civil society, playing an important role in promoting ocean literacy. Through visits,
educational programmes and awareness-raising initiatives, it contributes to a greater
understanding of the importance of sustainable fishing, responsible consumption and
valuing the role of fishing communities in the development of the blue economy,

strengthening social cohesion and the link between society and the fisheries sector.
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The CCRUP therefore recommends that the European Commission take the

following elements into account, when drawing up the new strategy for the ORs:

1. The inclusion of a specific pillar dedicated to the outermost blue economy;

2. The promotion of actions that integrate the ORs into neighbourhood and
cross-border cooperation initiatives;

3. The creation of a permanent EU-Member States—ORs coordination
mechanism, allowing for continuous monitoring, early identification of obstacles and
concerted operational solutions;

4. Support for a fair green and digital energy transition, promoting
employment, innovation, coastal resilience, climate adaptation and sustainable energy

suited to our territories.

4/4



